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DENVER—June 21, 2009—Eaton Senior Programs, offering low-income senior housing communities, was recognized with an award for excellence in the industry. The award was announced at the Colorado Association of Homes and Services for the Aging’s Fifth Annual Quality First Awards ceremony in Vail.
Eaton Senior Programs was recognized in the category of Public Trust and Consumer Confidence for developing a partnership with the School to Work Alliance Program (SWAP), a partnership between Jefferson County Public Schools and the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation, whose goal is to prepare youth with mild to moderate disabilities to join the workforce and gain meaningful career-path employment. Eaton Senior Programs is working with its third round of interns, providing resume-building work experience and helping them explore career paths in which they have shown interest. 

Each intern has a job coach who serves as a mentor along with the Eaton Senior Programs supervisor. Interns are compensated through the Jefferson County Workforce Center, saving Eaton Senior Programs wage costs. The organization is benefitted and the intern is provided with real-world work experience and the chance for a position if one is available at the end of their adjustment period. Several interns have hired on to continuing positions as dietary aides, caregivers and receptionists.
The award was part of CAHSA’s Quality First program, a voluntary program senior living communities nationwide have undertaken to enhance excellence in aging services.
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