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Trio of tax measures is fiscally irresponsible

By DP Opinion 

When voters fill out their ballots this fall, they will be asked to consider three initiatives designed — on the surface — to rein in the state’s spending. Amendments 60 and 61 and Proposition 101 present themselves as fiscally responsible measures, but they give voters no real indication of the deep, damaging cuts in state services that will be required if voters approve these measures.

I head an association that represents senior housing and aging services providers statewide. While none of these measures specifically target senior care funding, they would hamper lawmakers and other local officials who are already struggling with difficult budgeting choices in a particularly bleak year. To maintain basic infrastructure, our leaders would be forced to divert money that currently supports essential services such as health care, environmental programs and education.

These proposals will almost certainly impede Colorado’s elder care providers and leave many of the state’s most vulnerable residents with diminished services.
Our seniors deserve better. Vote “no” on 60, 61 and 101.

Laura Landwirth, Denver
The writer is president and CEO of the Colorado Association of Homes and Services for the Aging.
