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Fee hike will cost public 

	by Laura Landwirth 

The Rocky Mountain News' editorial pertaining to increased censure fees for assisted living facilities, "Skimping on inspections" (Feb. 20), paints a picture of an industry in need of scrutiny when in fact consumers have flocked to assisted living because it meets their social, housing and care needs.

The editorial discussed House Bill 1323, which if passed into law would push licensure fees up 200 percent to help cover the cost of inspections. For assisted-living providers, whose residents are predominantly funded through Medicaid, increased licensure fees will negatively affect their operations. These facilities, already inadequately reimbursed by Medicaid, will be forced to ration services in other areas. How can this possibly help residents?

On the other hand, assisted living providers whose residents are primarily private pay will have to pass the higher licensure fee costs on to their residents. Yes, assisted living providers are willing to have inspectors visit facilities to see and measure the quality of care being provided. But asking the industry to directly pay for these inspections through a significant increase in fees is wrong and will only cost consumers more in the long run. 
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