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Contact: Dana Olson, Volunteers of America, 719-473-7780, DJOlson@VOA.org 
Colorado Health Care Expert Testifies Before
U.S. Congressional Committee 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. –June 15, 2005–Dana Olson, executive director of Colorado Springs-based Volunteers of America’s Laurel Manor Senior Residence, will join four other experts in senior housing and health care on Thursday, June 16, at 10 a.m., to testify for the U.S. Senate Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs Committee in interest of S705, the “Interagency Council on Meeting the Housing and Service Needs of Seniors.” Testimony will be held at the Dirksen Senate Office Building, 538 Dirksen, Washington, D.C.

Ms. Olson’s testimony will focus on how disjointed federal programs limit nonprofit aging services providers’ ability to meet the needs of older Americans and how the Council could help health and housing programs improve quality, reduce costs, and improve the quality of life of low income older persons. 

Other speakers slated to testify include: Housing and Urban Development Secretary Alphonso Jackson; William T. Smith, Aging in America, Inc.; Steve Protulis, Elderly Housing and Development Corp.; Terry Allton, National Church Residences; and Steve Proctor, Presbyterian Homes.
About CAHSA (www.cahsa.org)

Established in 1968, the Colorado Association of Homes and Services for the Aging (CAHSA) is the state's largest non-profit organization representing a spectrum of providers that deliver services to the elderly. More than 240 member organizations belong to CAHSA, including nursing facilities, retirement communities, independent living housing and community-based services. CAHSA advocates public policy initiatives that support individual rights, quality care, equitable access and reimbursement for seniors. CAHSA is the state affiliate for two national organizations, the Assisted Living Federation of America and the American Association of Homes and Services for the Aging.
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