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COLORADO ASSOCIATION OF HOMES AND SERVICES FOR THE AGING




Contact: Laura Landwirth, Executive Director: 303-837-8834
CAHSA’s Second Annual Quality First Awards
Call for Nominations 2006
Winners selected for excellent aging service programs


DENVER – February 15, 2006– The Colorado Association of Homes and Services for the Aging (CAHSA), Colorado’s largest nonprofit association representing providers of aging services, has announced the 2006 call for nominations for CAHSA’s Second Annual Quality First Awards.

Quality First is a voluntary program that senior living communities nationwide are undertaking to build excellence in aging services and to win back public support and trust. The initiative was introduced almost three years ago by the American Association of Homes and Services for the Aging (AAHSA), the American Health Care Association (AHCA) and the Alliance for Quality Nursing Home Care, the largest and most influential aging service organizations in the country.

Quality First consists of seven principles endorsed by aging services organizations representing providers nationwide. The seven core principles are: 

1. Continuous Quality Improvement;

2. Public Disclosure and Accountability;

3. Consumer and Family Rights;

4. Workforce Excellence;

5. Community Involvement;

6. Ethical Practices; and

7. Financial Integrity.

CAHSA’s Quality First Awards program recognizes CAHSA members that demonstrate a commitment to exceptional care, services, systems and/or practices in one or more principles of AAHSA’s Quality First 10-point plan. Nominations must be for members who have signed the Quality First Covenant and awards may be given to participating members in more than one category. 

Any CAHSA member that meets the criteria, including both Assisted Living Federation of America (ALFA) and AAHSA member organizations may self-nominate and receive an award. An award may be given also for “noble experiments” or nominally unsuccessful programs that nonetheless demonstrate a commitment to Quality First. New this year, CAHSA will recognize a CAHSA business partner who best exhibits how their product or service supports the goals of Quality First. 

A Quality First Awards Task Force comprised of CAHSA board members and representative of the full spectrum of housing and aging services will review nominations and select winners. Recipients of this year’s Quality First awards will be honored during CAHSA’s Annual Convention held May 11-12 in Vail. The deadline for applications is February 28.


To download an application, visit the CAHSA web site at www.cahsa.org or contact Karen Simmering at 303-837-8834.
About CAHSA (www.cahsa.org)

Established in 1968, the Colorado Association of Homes and Services for the Aging (CAHSA) is the state’s largest non-profit organization representing a spectrum of providers that deliver services to the elderly. More than 240 member organizations belong to CAHSA, including nursing facilities, retirement communities, independent living housing and community-based services. CAHSA advocates public policy initiatives that support individual rights, quality care, equitable access and reimbursement for seniors. CAHSA is the state affiliate for two national organizations, the Assisted Living Federation of America and the American Association of Homes and Services for the Aging.
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