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CAHSA Looks to Future with NeXt

Generation of Health Care Leaders 
Association spearheads initiative to engage younger members, revitalize industry
DENVER—October 7, 2005—The Colorado Association of Homes and Services for the Aging, Colorado’s largest nonprofit association representing providers of aging services, is looking to the future. The association has launched a sub-chapter called CAHSA NeXt.

In line with the demographic population changes that are impacting Colorado’s seniors, many of the state’s caregivers are aging as well. As these employees move closer to retirement, their departure is expected to leave a void in the leadership of the health care industry and the association.
CAHSA Next is a forward-thinking initiative spearheaded by CAHSA, which aims to develop and highlight future aging services leaders and provide a voice for the “NeXt” generation of Colorado’s health care workers.

CAHSA Next officially kicks-off this month at a meet-and-greet breakfast with the “Nexters” on Wednesday, Oct. 12, from 7:30 to 9 a.m. at Christian Living Communities – Holly Creek Retirement Community, 5500 East Peakview Ave., Centennial.

“Generational diversity presents all types of industries with both opportunities and challenges. Our hope is that the CAHSA Next initiative will have a profound impact on the health of our association and will positively affect the future of the health care industry for years to come,” said Laura Landwirth, CAHSA’s executive director. “We are taking a proactive approach and tapping into the younger member pool early, to fill upcoming voids in need of attention,” she added.

To understand in detail what its younger and newer members wanted and valued from the association, CAHSA conducted several focus groups and administered a qualitative study earlier this year. CAHSA then established a Planning Group Committee, the charge of which is to assist with the launch and planning of future activities that will engage CAHSA’s younger members. Volunteer committee members include:

· Bethany Novak, dietitian, Total Longterm Care

· Camille Thompson, executive director, Christian Living Communities

· David Smart, associate director, Golden West Senior Residence

· Howard Kohler

· Jennifer Naber, dietitian, Total Longterm Care

· Palmer Pekarek, marketing and public relations director, Seniors’ Resource Center

· Neisha Balleck, director of health information, Christian Living Communities

· Lisa DeGrace, executive director, Eaton Terrace Assisted Living

· Krista Stafford, manager-agency volunteer program, Seniors’ Resource Center.

About CAHSA (www.cahsa.org)
Established in 1968, the Colorado Association of Homes and Services for the Aging (CAHSA) is the state's largest non-profit organization representing a spectrum of providers that deliver services to the elderly. More than 240 member organizations belong to CAHSA, including nursing facilities, retirement communities, independent living housing and community-based services. CAHSA advocates public policy initiatives that support individual rights, quality care, equitable access and reimbursement for seniors. CAHSA is the state affiliate for two national organizations, the Assisted Living Federation of America and the American Association of Homes and Services for the Aging.
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