June 29, 2007

Mike Boyd

Editor

Colorado Springs Business Journal

Dear Editor,
Amy Gillentine’s June 29 article, “New health care crisis: long-term care,” touches on several important issues. As Ms. Gillentine discusses in the article, public funding is inadequate for the needs of our growing elderly population and as our nation’s population continues to disperse, family structure will play a lesser role in helping to meet future elder care needs. 

Among those who provide housing and care for the elderly in Colorado, just about everyone agrees that demand for elder care services will rise tremendously and careful and thoughtful planning for this demand should begin now. A recent news article called Colorado’s changing population a “silver tsunami.”
Wisely, the state legislature unanimously directed the formation of the Long-Term Care Advisory Committee in 2005 to review the current elder care system and offer recommendations for preparing for this growth. Seven of our association’s members served on this 22-member committee, which completed its work last summer. In summary, the group recommended re-balancing public funding for long-term care services so that money is distributed equitably for transportation, assistive technology, in-home care, adult day services, assisted living as well as nursing home care, among other services. 

As the article highlights, Colorado has an urgent need to create a community-based long-term care delivery system that can address the needs of our population, provide maximum service delivery and make efficient use of public funds. People can and will get more affordable care in the community. This care should be funded—at a savings to taxpayers—so that they can remain independent and engaged in their local community as long as possible. 
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